Introduction
The 1945-60 period constitutes a unique era of sports history in which sports encounters were imbued with a diplomatic mission to establish cultural relations between both allies and conflicting countries. After 1945, sports were employed as a 'soft power', and, as Beck accurately observes, perceived as a projection of national values, strengths, and weaknesses.
1 The bold initiative of the British diplomat (who was himself a medal-winning athlete) Philip Noel-Baker to invite the Soviet football team Dinamo Moscow to Britain to 'break down their [Soviet] isolation' is considered to have been the starting point for postwar sports diplomacy.
2 The success of this tour also set the tone for diplomatic encounters through sports competitions during the Cold War era.
The 'people's diplomacy' most of the time regulated the social tension that was generated by the Cold War. Sport competitions sustained the non-violent nature of the conflict, such as in the most famous example of 'ping-pong diplomacy', which helped ease Sino-Japanese and Sino-American relations during the World Table Tennis Championships of 1971 in Japan. Sports were presented as a symbol of discordant co-existence, a context in which the two blocs could challenge one another without lethal consequences. This perception of the world also helped both blocs to avoid political extremes that might have caused another global war. 'battle' had several different meanings for the peripheral actors of the Cold War, such as Turkey. For these actors, being involved in the sports diplomacy of the era meant more than crucial encouragement for their engagement in global politics. Sports came to function like a 'membership ID card' to the bloc with which they were engaged. Sports diplomacy gave them the opportunity to manifest their national prestige and the importance of their existence in world politics. For Turkey, for example, this happened through having sports contact with other countries in the same bloc, rather than being engaged in contests with countries from the opposite bloc.
The early republican period in Turkish history, in the sports domain, represents an imported and unfinished project. Because Turkey came very close to adopting the totalitarian policies of Germany and Italy, most of the plans involving sports had to be changed after Turkey shifted its alliance at the end of the war.
3 However, this period also created a heritage according to which the diplomatic significance of popular sports was understood. This significance was instantly employed in the aftermath of the war, with a mutual interest from both Turkey and its prospective allies.
It is possible to claim that Turkey might have been willing to use sports, especially football, in the international area, as it overlapped with the republic's primary objective from its very beginning. Modern Turkey's nationalism, which dates back to the 1910s (before the republic, to the days of the Second Constitution) was based on a double-jeu of admiring and challenging the West. 4 With the development of Sun Language Theory and the Turkish History Thesis in the 1930s, official Turkish ideology tried to construct a national pride depending on the claim that Western culture derived from an ancient, transcendent culture that essentially had been Turkish. 5 Hence, Turks were not just far from being inferior to the West, they were superior to them. Whereas the invented pseudo-scientific theories claiming Turkish people's superiority had obvious flaws, any considerable success in the sports domain would appear to present popular and visible evidence for that claim.
Sports, especially football, offered the strongest ways to claim equivalence with and challenge the West since the emergence of modern Turkey with the Second Constitution in 1908. The opponent on the pitch was the 'enemy' as well as the partner. The General Harrington Cup, played just before the signing of the Lausanne Treaty in 1923 between Fenerbahçe and occupational armies' teams is a striking example of these fixtures. By the end of the Second World War, this changed slightly. The matches with foreign teams eventually were considered to
